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DUXBURY - On Moy 4, lhe firsl
"Sondgrobber" on the New Englond coost
wos completed ol Duxbury Beoch.

The Sondgrobber's purpose is ts
deposit sond in front ond behind the holf-

..-- mooned shoped woll until the woll is
: completely covered.

The structure consists of steel rods
ond cernenl blocks. lt's designed to sove
sond ond put o holt to beoch erosion.

The woll ollows free possoge of wofer
ond sond from the oceon io ihe beoch. As
the woves roll over the woll, woter posses
through the openings of the blocks, ond
deposits beoch sond behind the woll.
Eventuolly, the woll is covered ond o new
beqch is formed, usuolly in 30 doys.

Since the Duxbury Beoch Sandgrobber
wos conslructed, it hos withstood two
|Northeosters" ond is now olmost com-
pletely covered with beoch sond.

A one-yeor test hos been conduct'ed
cnd cpproved by both the Army Corps of
Engineers cnd the Environmeniol
Proteciion Agency.
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Staff Writer Last week, orrly a srnall number of

DUXBUR' A new rva' rhar ,lle- liochs 
rvere srill visibte, and there

"grabs', srrnd is g.tiing';ish;;;:'.r';; :o:*:utlt 
nrore sand on the heach than

controllin.s erosi,,,r ""rd; ' ;dl;;;; '" til,filllo 
or Marshrierd, president orstretch ol Duxhury Beach. sanigr.allber Inc,, ol Massachusetts, 

i

- "wc're plelsed," said . Duxbury notL'r- that the str"ucture rtooo-ugi-riti j

,l*;ll h 1n4s;r!.r J).alplr..B1 1t;smrn as only minor r1 rmage uhen it lvrrs first
,1ilil1i'rs (nJ0y'rr r rebuirt s"'tio!l n0w beltr'ti by a Northeast storm May g.
alnrost Co:nirletely covered rvith sard. ,,Thc .,i,inds blc,,r at ZO ,niies an hOur

8ut Blakeman will not prss final and it u'as pretty bad then - but it held
judgm*nt on New England's first sand- togethcr,,, saici kidd, wh,o trying to sell
gral:ber until he sees hol it stands up his sandgrabber to other beaCh man-
r,,&en pr:nishcd by another severe N0rth- agers, including s0me ou Cape Cod.
east storm. The fir.rn installed the sandgrabber

" 
"Some people don't realize the power at a cost oi 913,000 as a pilot project tc

0f the or:ean," Blakeman said. ' If we ilkrstrate t0 the torvn and other seaside
get I threc-d;ry lorthr:nster - a good comrrrunities u,birt can be done to halt
one, on a high tide, it'll porrnd ilre erosion.

ll:::t :l] t: .sandgrablrer suivir.r:s, it'll THE TESTIN{} of the Sandgrabber inrrrv{' proverl itseif as f;rr as wr're c0n- Duxbury was lpprovr:rl uy itre armycryned,"
oN MAy 4, the san.grabber was :11H,'1,f,:ilffi'i*:llr.'ni fiiJ,Tl;et'ct:lrd.irr front,0f tJre public bathhouse. hcen installed in a"number'Jhe hnlf-monn-.rl"r*a ialr is hree-ieei ruo.ir ur.uu in the unirecr strtrifi#trllil W

lf.l -,t"id .nracie of 4,000 - sillrlprblssks i,ij'ili.t i,' ,,, ;rnrl overseas.
notln(l togefller hy srcel rods, lllrrl:em,n s;rid lire Srrn,lgrnhhnr is a ldWVlhe cinderblocks ailorvs. free passage gr.ri r,jiiiii;n-i, di,"rrrrv'ii.u.lr,',,i1i '-0f water lrrim the ocean to the'btrJh. ;;;riu o, irrc r:each ruve it since it puts --)As the s'r'es rolr over the rvn[, the iro,ie sa,,rr 0n ihe le.,,i , ani ''iiu r I

lvaler p.sses bar:li out thra.gh thr hathe rs alrvals he atl for it,,, ire said,trloclis, buL rhe sancl caryirri in the ' 'tte' 
sa:a 1he linal rcsults of the pr.oj-*.f:,'1:,,:lfi*j:}1ll_:'l:1'_.i1., , ecr rvill b,,rrrrn.:,:l overio'tri. o,,^uu.y
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iWa3l *f c*sader fo&ccks

the lorce of the waves through 0r over
tlre bktr:k structure.

"Thi: dissip;rtes the €nergy 0f the
wlvr:s and ciiuses the water to drop its
laird ol sard iind gravel inward from the
Sarrrlgr':rbber. As the sand level rises in-
rvard, tirere is a tendency tor the coar.
ser strnd and gravel to be deposited in
froirr oi lhe Sandgrabber, thus building
thc adriitilrr:il new beach.",

TllL 3-FOOT-FI{GH line of blacks
*ill be compir:tely covered by sand in a
matter of rveeks. "It depends on the
rvirtds," luti,d Fair, pointins to 14 or 15
incher- ll srind thirt filled up the lower
bior:ks on TrrL':elav alone.

Don Kidd, r;on of the firm's presi-
dcnt, s;rid, "This is a test to shortr
per;ple of Mitssachusetts what can be
dOric t0 si.rve beaches and preserve the
shorlinr:;.

"The Sanderabber removes sand
frorn the water. Everyone has been
trVing to figrrre out horv to take santl
out of the water, and this process does
it.,,

Kidd slid lnstallation costs ranir{:
from $Ctl to $100 per {oor, denenriins on
the locality and what eqtriprnent is
needed, In .tilme instances crarres and
,barqes are needed, but the Drri:burv
proiect',v,rs reiativelv sinrnle aud fhe
workmen r';rrried the blocks from tnrcks
and installed them on the heach guicklv.

^ The Duxburv pilot nroject is costing
Sanderabber Inc. $13,000.

"It's going to lift the beach up S feet
and it's going to block the sald from
going back into the ocean,n, prerlicted
Kidd. "Ir's a wall rhat contains the
beach are;r rnd it works.',

edds to Klqxrufoanryr fosmefu
Ey RICHARD LAM€RS

Staff \{ritt,r
DUXBUI{Y - Tlris iitivl is the first

cornmunity in New England lr.: try a
flerv "sandgraLLing,, operatiorr rlesipped
to prevent beach erosion.

fiHopefully, wdll get a nrLu,lt im-
, plr:ved beach,', said itallh Blrkurnln,I veteran ntilllaget oi Duxbrrry bcach.
' "We sr:ffer ironr rior.theast stornts ald
' tlis ;|oirld be a hig fielp.',
I lrlakcman ls pinning h!:l hopr,s on a

zfXi-faot ryali ol cinihr blocks * tird 11
gr.:firer. n'ith steel rods - insttrlltcl thisj wccf oiI the sirorelile lruar the pirblic

, hatbliouse.

. Tlrt,I)tocer,s irlfetrly lrirs l,r{rir.rj itS
i cfitetiyr:tur: sih iightjng l;lriCh rir:1rril-
.'l,rltrril irr otltef l,ilfij r,i tlri: li.$. .rnd

C;rr,.r,l.t ririd is lr,.ing intr,rtltrced irt Il,..r-' rrririk,.iJr"rzil .atr,l righf llthr:f Countt.;i.s,
oIli,:ials srid lrt're yt:slrrrlay.

IT TCIOK $NLy trvo diiys for worl{-
n)i.n lo install 400{} I0.by ll-inch cinder
blocl;s this wei:k, aeu:orcling to Rorr Kidd
r,f Mirt slrfir ld, prr::iilurrt ui S.rndrlrabb6r.
lnc. ot Ma.;sachusr,t[s, ar,d Samirel Faii .
of Ilay City, Mich., wlo irrventcd rhe
pr0c(,ss,

'iWr: wcnt to tho Durbury Be;rch
Ass'n ;rnd askcd pe'rr'rrissioll to J,rtt in a
pllr)( lrtoJeCt at n0 r.ri.t lU fltg f0,r'n 16
shol propie what we have lnd ilhat it
wjll.rlo to stop erosion,', explairrrd Fair.
"it'll now last forever and ttrere'il be a
new stretch of sandy beuch.,'

1'lr,: sccret of the sysLem is no secret
at all, stressed Kidd.

"Itrste.rd of fighring l\Iother Nature
i,ith huge rvalls of sieel or cotlcrere,
groins, jetties, breakers 0r revefmenfs.
tlie Sarrdgrablter seduces ir,:r - briugi

tila
lfP lr

JT

s
{
;,t

I
Iq
Ai

fI
rtl

irl

I
A


